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rden — a concept
irmiran had also used in his Frankfurt
Consulate project where he had mixed hi-tech
architecture with the plan of the Fin Garden,
was deslgned with my partner Fereydoun
Bader, and was immediately accepted by
Mirmiran and the client, and Is therefore not
the subject of this article. But for the interior
architecture, weekly meeatings with the client
prampted many changes in the plans, which
bath Mirmiran and | accepted
h the slogan “the

of a college-day user-participation in ¢

concludes that archite should be m
ualizing their

dreams rather than their own, and if

the architect’s dream become true in a proj

it is more than enough!

lavaherian




20% of a DREAM

*Faryar Javaherian

Architecture has to do with capital investment,
Without capital, architecture would never take
off from the monitor screen. Since | studied
in the greatest capitalist country of the world
— the U5 — we were taught that “the client
is King." The dient invests money to build a
design, therefore the ultimate rights are his
- of hers. Although this assertion may seem
dictatorial at first, in some respects it is also
very democratic because it forces the architect
to recognize the Importance of the rights of
the users of the building. User-participation in
the process of design began in the seventies,
and | remember that my last student project
was a mass-housing for low-income people, It
was a real project with a real site in the South
End of Boston, where mostly Black people
resided in small shabby weoden houses, and
the city was planning a high-rise project to re-
locate them. We conducted many interviews
with the local residents and future users of
the project in order to establish a list of their
needs and demands from which we would
derive our physical program for the design.
Although 34 years have elapsed, | still vividly
remember the comments of the young Black
waoman who was surrounded by four children,
very close In age, their room messy with all
sorts of scattered objects, ranging from shoes
to toys... She asked me if | knew why White
peaple's houses loak tidy and | told her |
didn't, and then she replied: "Cause White
folks have lots of closets, so they hide their
mess in there,” and then she added: “Il you
give me lots of clasets, 20% of my dreams will
come true.” The 208 of her dreams made us
plan for lots of closets in all the apartments.

In the private zector, the client enumerates
hiz= needs and demands in detail for the
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architecture, and it is the latter's duty to fulfil
them, to the point of the possible of course.
The gap between these needs as the potential
form-giving elements of the program, and the
design toals the architect can avail of to shape
the final building, is the subject of this article,
Differences of opinion between the client and
the architect are inevitable and an ethical
design methodology becomes at stake, two
examples of which are here discussed.

Qur approach to design is that we always ask
the client for a detailed program, not only in
guantitative datas, but also qualitative ones for
the spaces he/she imagines or dreams of. The
panoply of computerized and animated spatial
representations have helped to bridge the
gap between architect and client, and in the
process of going back and forth of drawings,
whenever there s a conflict between us, |
first try to convince the client with rational
arguments, but in purely assthetic matters
where it is difficult to convince the client, |
accept his/her views. We recently designed an
apartment building in one of the wealthiest
neighbourhoods of Tehran - Elahieh - for a
very enlightened client. The best Northemn
facade we designed was the first scheme here.
a wave of bricks moved from East to West and
then vice-versa, using the 80 cm- projection
the municipality allows from the first floor on
in 12m streets, The brick ribbon integrated
the horizontal and vertical lines and created
a unified facade, Aluminium sliding blinds
added to the dynamism of the bricks. The
brick ribken and aluminium blinds constituted
the outer skin while the retreating glass panes,
and especially the balconies and the whole of
the ground floor, the inner skin of the fagade.
In this scheme we lost 6sg-m on each floor but
had managed to compensate it in the overall
floor plans, but this was not the real concern
of the client, who simply wanted a more
conservative facade, similar to existing ones
in Tehran and our previous works, (second
scheme)

The other projectin which many conflicts arese
between the client's needs and the architect’s
vision and which is more extensively reviewed
here, is the Lavasan residence, Hadi Mirmiran’s
last executed project in which |was responsible
for the interior architecture and the garden
design along with Fereydoun Bader,

The Lavasan project has many architectural
flaws, due to the clashes between the client's
needs and the architectural criteria set forth
by Mirmniran, and as such is an interesting case
study. The prominent fact about this project
is that the client was willing to spend so much
maoney in order to have a “"Mirmiran-brand”
building which had nothing to do with the
usual residential typology and which looked
like the Water Museum previously designed by
Mirmiran and Shirdel and never built. Mirmiran
who knew that this project has no residential
qualities, asked me to make “residential and
wiarm,” a real challenge.

My collaboration began when the foundation,
tkeleton and some of the foor slabs had
already been exscuted, At that time many
of the original concepts had already been
damaged.

Mirmiran’s concept for this project was a
roof slab, which would become an open-air
living room, on the same level as the street.
Using the steep slope of the site, all the other
levels would be hung from this rooftop, but
never really touch ground. He had therefore
envisaged a very light skeleton where slim
columns would give the building a very light
and floating appearance. Unfortunately this
did not happen in reality and the structural
system was very redundant and heawy,
Therewere threesystems of vertical circulation:
ramps, stairs and elevator, | eliminated the
stairs which cramped the corridor - gallery,
as well as a very steep ramp outdoars which
was completely useless, and in that space
created a very lightweight stairs to create a
better link between the residential Moors and
the garden. The garden which is based an the



