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JORN UTZEN

Y K & IS

Two years after winning the Interna-
tional competition for the Sydney Opera
House, Utzon accepted the design of
one of the main branches of Melli Bank,
situated across from Tehran University
(1958-1962). The building is set in an
elongated rectangular lot with a column-
free open plan. As in all of Utzon’s
designs, the ROOF is the subject of his
architecture: here he has used pre-
stressed concrete slabs spanning some
26 meters, creating a series of elongat-
ed clerestories parallel to one another,
which pour light into the double-height
space. His aim in his own words was
to create “the effect of sun rays break-
ing through the clouds”. This building
is in dire need of repairs and should be
returned to the original Utzon plans, in
which the bank counters were designed
as a series of zigzags reminiscent of the
roof plan.
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1- Hatje, gerd, ed. Encyclopedia of modern architecture.
pp. 131-133.

2- Weston, Richard. Plans, sections, elevations: key
buildings of twentieth century, p. 158.

3- Weston, Richard. Jorn Utzon: Vision inspiration,
architecture.
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