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Jorn Utzon in Tehran: Melli Bank, Tehran University Branch

Faryar Javaherian

Translated from English to Persian by Hani Abtahi Baker

Utzon on the terrace of his residence in Marbella, Majorca, Spain

2003 Pritzker Prize winner Jorn Utzon, studied at the Royal
Academy of Arts in Denmark, and won the International
Competition for the Sydney Opera House in 1956 when
he was 38. Utzon's Opera House brought fame and
fortune to Sydney and transformed it info one of the
world‘s most visited harbors with Utzon's sails now defining
its skyline. The building also made Utzon the first architect
whose work was listed as world heritage during his lifetime
when it became registered In June 2007.
It is difficult fo pin a style to his design since in his own
words he's always aspired to be on the cutting-edge.
His curvilinear sails or shell-like roofs developed before
computerized parametric design was available for
designing pre-stressed concrete, look more like a dream
come frue.
Jorn must have been inspired by his father who built
pleasure sailboats. As an architect, he must have
wondered about creating those sail-ike forms with
concrete and steel, as lightweight and poetic as the sails
of his father's boats. Critics have compared the iconic
roof design of the Opera House to seashells. In the few
buildings Utzon realized in his career, it is easy to notice
that the main theme of his work is unconventional roofing.
In the sole project he built in Tehran - Melli Bank, Tehran
University Branch (1958-1962), the roof design is again
the most daring feature of the building. Sunrays pouring
down in parallel layers from the building's variable roof
slits add a poetic dimension to the grand interior hall. In
his own words the aim of this ceiling design was to create
“the effect of sunrays breaking through clouds” which
is said to be inspired by the openings of bazaar roofs in
Islamic cities, particularly Isfahan. This building has yet to
be properly preserved and registered with the Cultural
Heritage Organization.

fzon's other Middle Eastern project, the “Kuwait Assembly
Building” - also with a magnificent entrance ceiling - was
built in 1969 after winning its design competition. He
also participated in the design competition for *Jeddah
Stadium™ in 1967.

=  Faryar Javaherian: Born in 1952, she holds an M. Arch from
ard University. A jury member of Aga Khan Competition
0 an architecture and landscape
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Melli Bank, Tehran University Branch
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- ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ARCHITECTURE, Hatje, Gerd, ed.

- Weston, Richard (2004), PLANS, SECTIONS, ELEVATIONS: KEY
BUILDINGS OF TWENTIETH CENTURY, Laurence King ed.

- Weston, Richard (2002), JORN UTZON: INSPIRATION, VISION,
ARCHITECTURE, Blondal ed.

- www.foundationsakc.com/projects/kuwait-national-assembly-arabian-gulf

- blog.la76.com/2012/04/jorn-utzon

- en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utzon_Center

- www.greatdanefurniture.com/Danish-Furniture/Designers/Jorn-Utzon.aspx
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Designs by Jom Utzon



