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Gio Ponti’s Namazi Villa in Tehran

Faryar Javaherian

Translated from English to Persian by Hani Abtahi Baker

Gio Ponti & Namazi, Niavaran

Giovcnni Ponti, born in 1891, who studied architecture at the
Polytechnic University of Milan, was a frue renaissance designer in
almost all scales, from cutlery to high-rise buildings and even urban
design. He began his professional career at the end of WWIin 1928.
He published domus with Gianni Mazzocchi; and founded "Studio
Ponti" in 1952 in partnership with Fornaroli and Roselli.

In 1960 Shafi Namazi commissioned Gio Ponti to build a unique villa for
him in Niavaran, Tehran; at the time, Ponti already had a successful
résumé including Pirelli Tower in Milan, famous villas in France, Italy
and Venezuela, and projects in Singapore and Hong Kong. The
Namazi Villa which became registered as national heritage in 2007
is the only work Gio Ponfi realized in the Middle East besides the
Headquarters of the Development Board of Irag in Baghdad in 1958.
The Villa has a 70m exterior brick wall along Amar Street. This
approximately 2m-high wall makes the second floor partially and the
roof completely visible from the street. This free-standing lightweight
roof is the most exceptional feature of the Villa; it seems fo be floating
above the house with no visible connection to the house. Nader
Tehrani - a critic of Ponti's works - says Ponti has used this type of
roofing in all three of his famous villas.

Ponti says “joy of life"” was his concept in designing this house and
its garden; and the site plan shows the perfect integration between
the two. From each inferior space, a beautiful corner of the garden
is framed. He made use of all local environmental advantages
of Niavaran district, such as the North-South air current, the strong
quality of light and the necessity of shade.

Ponti was highly influenced by Islamic geometry and Persian
architecture; the use of stained glass in this building is a sign of this
muse. In Namazi Villa alike his other villas, he followed an arrangement
principle which separates day and night functions, serving spaces
from served spaces, and guests' quarters from the owners'; claiming
that he considers each quarter of a house as a city neighborhood.
All details and elements in this house are perfectly designed by Ponti
in a way that even after the passage of almost 50 years, its glorious
past is visible in both its upstanding structure and details such as the
staircase, fireplaces, furniture, curtain fabrics, door hardware, and
even the statues in the garden and swimming pool.

= Faryar Javaherian: Born in 1952, she holds an M. Arch from Harvard

University. A jury member of Aga Khan Competition in 2010, she works as an
architecture and landscape specialist.
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Ground floor plan of Namazi Villa
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First floor plan of Namazi Villa
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- Porcu, Michele & Stocchi, Attilio (2003), GIO PONTI: TRE VILLE
INVENTATE, Abitare Segesta, Milano.

- Romanelli, Marco (2002), GIO PONTI: A WORLD, Abitare Segesta,
Milano.

- VENTI QUATTRO .04/ 2006, pp. 148-163

- domus, n. 422, June 1965, pp. 14-19

- www.portal.unesco.org
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Designs by Gio Ponti
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